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The Honorable Angela D. Alsobrooks
County Executive

County of Prince George’s

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Dear County Executive Alsobrooks:

On May 16, 2019, authorities arrested Josue Rafael Fuentes-Ponce and Joel Ernesto
Escobar—MS-13 gang members who entered the United States unlawfully—for the murder of a
14-year-old girl that was perpetrated with “extreme violence.”! Yesterday, the Department of
Homeland Security revealed that, before this murder, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) officers asked local law enforcement to detain both individuals when they were arrested on
other charges, including attempted murder, but local authorities instead released them back into
the community without notifying ICE. I write to request additional information about these
detention requests, and detainer requests generally, to better understand the failure of local law
enforcement to honor ICE detainers and the potentially tragic effects that those decisions have on
our communities.

Fuentes-Ponce is in the U.S. illegally.> Border Patrol apprehended Fuentes-Ponce in
December 2015 as part of a family unit.’> According to ICE, an immigration judge ordered
Fuentes removed in absentia in March 2017, but he did not leave.® Border Patrol apprehended
Escobar in August 2016 when he entered the U.S. unlawfully as an unaccompanied minor.” He
was released to a family member in the Washington, D.C. area pending resolution of his
immigration claims.®

On May 11, 2018, Prince George’s County Police Department (PGCPD) arrested
Fuentes-Ponce, Escobar, and others for attempted murder, kidnapping, attempted robbery, and
gang activity.” ICE officers lodged a detainer with local authorities for both Fuentes-Ponce and

! Rick Massimo, ‘Extreme violence was used’: Teen girl found dead in Md. linked gang killing, WTOP. May 16,
2019. Accessed at: https://wtop.com/prince-georges-county/2019/05/extreme-violence-was-used-teen-girl-found-
dead-in-md-linked-to-gang-killing/

2 Press Release, ICE seeks custody of teen murder suspects for a second time, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, May 21, 2019, https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-seeks-custody-teen-murder-suspects-second-
time.
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7 Abigail Constantino, ICE sought to detain 2 teen suspects in Md. girl's gang-related death. WTOP. May 21, 2019.
Accessed at: https://wtop.com/prince-georges-county/2019/05/ice-sought-to-detain-2-teen-suspects-in-md-girls-

gang-related-death/
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Escobar, but local authorifies released both individuals “on an unknown date and time-and
‘without notification to ICE.™®

After their release, in April 2019 these MS$-13 gang members, along with Ariana Funes--
Diaz arid. at least orie other person, kidnapped and robbed an unidentified man in the Distriet of
Colombia.® Then, out of fear that Funes-Diaz may talk to law enforcement about the kldnappmg,
'Fuentes-Ponce and Escobar murdered the: 14-year -old-girl. 10 On May 16, 2019, PGCPD arrested
Fueéntes-Ponce and Escobar for the murder, !

To better understand the circumstances that led to this murder, please provide responses
to the following no later than June 11, 2019:

1. When did Prince George’s County (PG County) receive the detainer requests for Escobar
and Fuentes-Ponce?

2. ‘What did PG County do, if anything, after it received these requests? Did County
officials forward the requests to other entities/facilities to- which it sent Escobar and
Fuentes-Ponce?

3. Provide all documents related to the atrest, detention, and transfer of Escobar and
Fuentes-Ponce.

4, After receiving the detainer requests for Escobar and Fuentes-Ponce, did PG County
respond to [CE? If not, why not?

5. What _po_l‘i‘_cy did PG County follow in allowing the county to release Escobar?
6. After this incident, is PG County reviewing that _polic_y-?

7. Since 2015, how many detainers has PG County received? Of those, how many did PG
County grant or deny? '

The Comimittee on Homeland Security and Governinental Affairs is authorized by Rule
XXV of'the Standing Rules of the Senate to investigate “the efficiency, economy, and.
effectiveness of all agericies and departments of the Government.™'? Additionally, Senate
Resolution 70 (116th Congress) authorizes the Committee to examine “the efficiency and
economy of operations of all branches and functions of the- Governmetit with particular

® Press Release, JCE seeks cuistody-of teen murder suspects for a'second time, U.S. Immigration and.Customs
Enforcemerit, May 21,2019, ggs /hwwwiice. sovinews/releases/ice-seeks-custody-teen-murder-suspects-secorid-
time,

* Rl__f_;k_Mas'simo', ‘Extreme violence was.used’: Teen girl found deag’ in Md, linked gang killing, WTOP; May 16,
2019, Accessed at: https://wtop,com/prince-georges-county/2019/05/extreme-violence-was-us ed-teen-gitl-found-
dead-in-md-linked-to-gang-killing/
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references to (i) the effectiveness of present national security methods, staffing, and

processes[.]”"

If you have any questions about this request, please ask your staff to contact Brian
Downey of the Committee staff at (202) 224-4751. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

EOH son

C

cc: The Honorable Gary Peters
Ranking Member

138, Res. 70, 116th Cong. § 12(e)(1)(E) (2019).



